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“Without mustc to decorate i,
time s Just a bunch of boring
production deadlines or dates
by which bills must be paid.”

Frank Zappa
www.polyhomes.com
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Combine Douglas firs and red cedars

with the interior layout, finishing

details and affordability for a great new

development in Burnaby.

BARBARA McQUADE
SUN NEW HOMES REPORTER

ighteen Trees. The
name has a nice ring. It
could be the title of a

mystery novel rather
than the tag for a new condo-
minium project. But a visit to
the site makes it abundantly
clear that the name fits very
well.

The beautiful old Douglas
firs and red cedars, 18 in total,
dominate the property at the
corner of Griffiths and Beres-
ford in Burnaby.

Their dramatic impact on the
classically-styled building will
be even more evident when
construction is complete and
the landscaping in place.

Just how old are these trees
one can’t help but wonder. As a
historical side note, owners will
be able to explain to curious
visitors that the trees were
mere saplings in 1892 when the
first Burnaby council meeting
took place on the same spot in
Sample’s boarding house.

Architect Foad Rafii says the
trees and the site certainly af-
fected the character of the
building. As did issues about
water penetration. The type of
overhangs and the design of the
building lessen the impact of
the rain. “I like to call it
Whistler-inspired with lots of
gables and a look that’s not tru-
ly rural but certainly anything
but urban,” Rafii says.

Earth-tone colours, board
and batten siding and columns
along with the steeply sloping
gables harmonize with the set-
ting.

The issue of protecting the
trees’ root systems was worked
out with a surveyor and ar-
borist, even to building a board
walk over vulnerable root sys-
tems on a section of the foot-
path that runs through the
property.

Unlike many urban develop-
ments, Eighteen Trees isn’t
hemmed in by other buildings.
A strip of parkway runs down

Eighteen Trees

Address: 6888 Beresford St.,
Burnaby.

Project size: 62 condominiums

Unit size: 570 to 966 square
feet.

Price: $109,900 to $183,900
Architect: Rafii Architects Inc.
Developer: Qualex.

the west side of the property;
across Griffiths Avenue is an-
other park where a heritage
house is undergoing restora-
tion; Byrne Creek Park lies to
the south and a green belt to
the north. All this within walk-
ing distance of Edmonds Sky-
Train station.

But location only goes so far.
In the grand scheme of things,
equally important to buyers are
the interior layout, finishing de-
tails and price.

Because of construction, the
furnished display suite is open
on weekends only from noon to
5 p.m., but already four suites
have sold and people have been
reserving locations, says sales
manager Heather Hodgson.

“People really like the two
bedroom and den plan with 945
square feet which sells for
$159,900. They like the fact the
den is a real room, not a little
closet,” says Hodgson.

All the two bedrooms are
what developers refer to as
mingles’ plans, with the bed-
rooms at opposite sides of the
living/dining area for privacy
should adults want to share a
suite. People with children like
this set up, too, because it gives
privacy to the master suite.

Also drawing favourable
comments, the display suite is
a bright open two-bedroom
corner unit with a two-sided
thermostatically controlled
fireplace dividing the living and
dining areas.

Everything on display is stan-
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FLOORPLAN for the two-bedroom plus den condominium unit
is popular with buyers at Eighteen Trees development in Burnaby.

dard including the built-in
computer workstation in the
hallway, which means buyers
can avoid the hassle of trying to
adapt the space after they move
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in. There’s also a niche above
the fireplace for a television set.
In the kitchen maple shaker
cabinetry, and classic white ap-
SEE EIGHTEEN TREES, 12

-storey condo building at Griffiths and Beresford in Burnaby.

CRAIG HODGE/Vancouver Sun

LIVINGROOM: Buyers can choose from two colour schemes.

CRAIG HODGE/Vancouver Sun

KITCHEN: Halogen track lighting brightens the area.

Ballard Design photo

THE WORK may be getting you down, but a
vase of fresh flowers on your desk will maintain

a connection with nature.

telecommuting.

million by 2005.

There are 10.5 million at-home
workers in North America, an increase
of 100 per cent in the last five years,
according to BrainReserve, a market
research firm that has been charting
popular culture since 1974. That num-
ber is on track to double again to 21

Only in the last five years have fur-
niture manufacturers really paid at-
tention to this market, designing
pieces that accommodate computers,
with slide-out drawers for keyboards,

built-in outlets and cut-outs to house
cords.

At the High Point, N.C,, furniture
market in October, trends analyst
Faith Popcorn (she heads BrainRe-
serve) connected with Hooker Furni-
ture to design a line of furniture for
the home office.

Aimed at the working woman, it was
her attention to detail that got the
most press: Such niceties as writing
desks with detachable flower vases,
velvet-clad jewelry trays in desk draw-
ers, pullouts with coffee cup holders,
and a child’s desk that doubles as a
step stool.

One ensemble in the Faith Popcorn
collection from Horchow Home is
crafted from maple solids and cherry

Manufacturers paying attention to home office needs

ELAINE MARKOUTSAS
UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE

ome offices have been on the
Hrise for years. Forty per cent of
all employers now offer

veneers with an antiqued cherry fin-
ish. The accented iron apron has a dis-
tressed finish. A removable vase in-
cludes a cap for covering when not in
use. The hole for the vase also may be
used for cords.

The computer credenza has double-
hinged doors, pullout keyboard
tray/work surface, master control pan-
el, pullout printer shelf, pencil draw-
er, file drawer for letter- and legal-size
files, pullout cup holder, CD disk rack,
locking storage compartment and
wire access to all compartments. The
hutch doors have removable wood
panels or curtain rods.

Some of the features would be wel-
comed by men. Not only do we all

SEE HOME OFFICE, 14

GORDON BEALL/Better Homes & Gardens
Soft shades of desk, shelves, walls
and window valance give work
area a feeling of tranquility.
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Better Buidin

Better Building for British Columbians,

is a special report bought to you by the B.C. Housing
Industry. It is an in - depth look into how residential
construction in this Province is changing.

Meet the key players in the construction industry from the
ground up: planners, inspectors, designers, developers,
architects and engineers. Learn about the new programs
and warranties available to homeowners.

This comprehensive study of B.C.'s housing industry aims
to give consumers access to the resources and information
they need to buy a home with confidence.

Better Buildings for British Columbians starts Feb.19
and runs for eight weeks. It can be previewed on
Wednesdays and Saturdays in the New Homes Section

of The Vancouver Sun.
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wyndstar

Adult h'festylcommunity in Walnut Grove featuring
FEATURES detached single-family homes, many with main floor
master bedrooms, and 2-car attached garages.

LANGLEY

LOCATION 20808-97TH AV
888-4221

SALES CENTRE ;
VISIT US Open Daily Weekdays: 11-7 pi

ug AvE| BWYNDSTAR

CRAIG HODGE/Vancouver Sun
BUILT IN computer workstation is standard.

PARKI ANE

Patio space
available

pliances lend themselves to any deco-

Why Some Works of Art Become Best Sellers

Some masterpieces experience a universal appeal the moment they're
unveiled. Why? Because they speak so clearly of quality, design ...

and value. rating scheme. And the slate-look ce-
ramic tile flooring ties in well in both

Which is why Portico is such a success: A truly enviable location. the kitchen, bathroom and entry hall.

European styling. Old world craftsmanship. New world technology. Halogen track lighting which bright-

ens the kitchen work area is repeated

Except1ona!l 1nter1or' dfes1gns with more than 7.0 d1ff<.erent suite in other parts of the home. A graceful
layouts. High-end finishes throughout. Oversized windows that hold arch over the breakfast bar forms an
the light for the best possible views. architectural detail that is strength-
ened by the use of paint in a deep

Plus intangibles - like the Bosa Development reputation for excellence. 001130111’ tone. b i . )
. : . s - uyers can choose from two colour
All of thch .make it a rare fmd.. And ye’F, it's easy.to find. In the schemes, in both the wall colour is a
gallery district of South Granville, Portico embodies a style and soft taupe shade instead of the stan-
quality that any collector of fine living would appreciate. Come dard basic off-white. And an accent

wall in the kitchen can be painted in a
darker tone.

A feature many buyers will wel-

Prices starting at $174, 900 come, is the overYsizeyshower in the
second bathroom. Ground floor buy-
ers have ample outdoor patio space,
fine living redefined = and even those facing streetside have
reasonable privacy because of the

building setback.
All the floor plans, from 570 to 966
square feet, have wide expanses of low

windows. Vaulted ceilings on the
fourth floor should add to the spacious

experience the passion of owning - and living in - a work of art.
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of south granville

Visit the remarkable new display suites and feel, and at this highest level, south
you’ll understand why Portico is such a success. facing suites have good views. All have
. . useful deck space.

Display Suites located at 1425 West 6th Avenue. The homes are priced from $109,900
Open daily noon to 5 p.m. Tel: 736-8111 www.bosadev.com to $183,900 and the developer is in-
cluding washers and dryers in the first
1 10 sales. All are covered by a National
Home Warranty Program that in-
cludes two year’s coverage on material

NATIONAL . . .
HOME and labour; five year building enve-
LS lope and 10 year insurance against

structural defects.
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3 brand new show home now open
¢ Individual homes designed for ¢ Great recreational amenities on site
retirement living ® Quality Quiet & Peace of mind
® Backing onto greenbeli at a price you can afford
i - 10 Already Sold $
Home Designer - Fred Sale A few of the many Morningstar Prices start at
“The ‘Sheffield’ at Woodlands represents the finest shining features: , INCLUDING GST
I've designed in open space planning. Experience it + single family homes on 6000 sq ft lots FRASERVIEW VILI Q ( i E
for yourself, visit the ‘Sheffield’ showhome ” + the greatest great room you have ever seen ' ' )
Interior Designer  Anita Crawford « Tudor architecture and large front porches a proven quality Maple Ridge adult community
) . . + over 2300 sq ft of finished space on two floors plus
I love the wide open design of the Woodlands an unfinished lower level
show home. It has given me a challenge and the v ) S K HEED 5
opportunity to do new things with colour and tex- several home designs and plans to choose from. ( SALEOS OFEI%EII).A%géJzZS l - “?:“jw Iy
ture. Come see how great it turned out!” d'\\ pen L1 - 8 & =
’ fK I:_'{H__S_ng'EW (except Thurs. & Fri.) ? SK\ S
=== CEVELOPWMENT Leain >
I/VOO((iilands e et s LI\ EBRESRFEN 11510 - 228th St., Maple Ridge s -
ocated in sunny south Surrey, less than 5 minutes
from Highway 99 access to Vancouver or US border. THG QX/OODLANDS
Next door is the Morgan Creek Golf Course. Just 10 : . - - .
minutes away is downtown White Rock. at Car r lngton Kldney dlsease Strlkes famllles,
Priced from l . d. . d l
MORNINGSTAR HOMES LTD. $354,900 A not only individuals.
FIREHALL
A POLYGON ASSOCIATE m IHE WOODLANDS March is Kidney Month, Please give generously.
Sales centre and showhome are open 12 noon to 5pm daily (except Fridays) £
15555 Rosemary Heights Crescent, Surrey Phone: 604 538 8839 3 AE THE KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF CANADA
For more detailed information check us out at: www.morningstarhomes.bc.ca kidn ey.ca




